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INTRODUCTION TO LEADERSHIP FOR SEA SCOUTS 

QUARTERDECK TRAINING GUIDE 
 

The Northeast Region Committee is committed to deliver quality programs that not only provided an element of 
fun and adventure for our youth members, but also provide them with opportunities to develop and enhance 
their leadership abilities.  

Introduction to Leadership for Sea Scout Ships-Quarterdeck Training provides Skippers and Mates the 
necessary information and tools to conduct and facilitate the foundational unit leadership development for a 
Ship’s elected and appointed youth leaders.  

This guide is now the national standard and it replaces the entire old Quarterdeck training from any source; 
local, flotilla, or regionally developed Sea Scout Quarterdeck training programs. This program is also to be used 
in lieu of the Venturing Leadership Skills Course. This program will also be required as part of your “Journey to 
Excellence” certification and our “Regional Commodores Award of Excellence”.  To obtain a copy contact your 
Flotilla Commodore or reach out to me!   

As Skippers and Mates perform each module, a Ship’s youth leadership will gain knowledge and greater 
understanding on their roles, responsibilities, and learn to work as an effective team. The overall goal of this 
program is for youth leaders to plan, coordinate, and promote fun events, advancement, and high adventure 
activities.  

You should also incorporate your past Quarterdeck graduates as staffers which allows for youth facilitation of 
the training.  

Introduction to Leadership for Sea Scout Ships-Quarterdeck Training (ILSS) is also a part of the 
continuum of youth leadership training offered by the Boy Scouts of America.  As such, you are strongly 
encouraged to nominate qualified Sea Scouts to attend Sea Scout Sea Experience Advanced Leadership 
(SEAL) training. Not all Sea Scouts may wish to take SEAL, then I strongly encourage your Sea Scouts to take 
Council level National Youth Leadership Experience (NYLE). Take advantage of these programs as SEAL and 
NYLE provide excellent opportunities for Sea Scouts to learn leadership from their peers and to introduce Sea 
Scouting to other BSA program areas.  

Upon completion of your Quarterdeck Training, I welcome your response with feedback and any suggestions  
for improvements. 

Ben G. M. Feril  
Vice Commodore for Volunteer Development  
Northeast Region Sea Scout Committee  
bengmferil@msn.com 
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For your immediate action!  

William. I. Koch International Sea Scout Cup for 2012 

California Maritime Academy, Vallejo, California USA 

July 22 – July 28 2012 

 
 

Due to the environmental issues that plagued the NER which prevented the Sail-Off Committee to schedule and 

host a Regional Preliminaries for the Koch Cup, the Northeast Region has received permission from the Koch 

Cup Racing Committee to have a Selection Process to submit crews to attend the William I. Koch International 

Sea Scout Cup.   

 

The procedure detailed in the application form is mandatory for our youth to participate in the Koch Cup in 

2012.  To obtain a copy, go to the NER website at:  

http://neregion.seascout.org/2012%20NER%20Koch%20Cup%20Selections%20application.pdf 

 

We encourage you to submit your applications for a chance of a lifetime!  This is a great venue to meet Sea 

Scouts from around the world, in a racing environment.  The Northeast Region will continue to meet our 

ongoing commitment to send qualified crews to the Koch Cup.  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Fellow Sea Scouters: 

 

As you know, I keep my eyes 

open for Sea Scout history. The 

attached just came my way via 

eBay. The seller broke up a set 

of 12 cards that BSA produced, 

I would assume around 1925, to 

show the various points of the 

Scout Law. The first 11 points of 

the Scout Law were illustrated 

by Boy Scouts. “A Scout if 

Reverent” is illustrated by Sea 

Scouts. I thought you might 

enjoy this. 

 

Bruce Johnson. Commodore 

Emeritus, Sea Scouts Northeast 

Region, BSA. 
 
 
 

http://neregion.seascout.org/2012%20NER%20Koch%20Cup%20Selections%20application.pdf
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SEAL in the Northeast Region 
 
Six Sea Scouts attended the Sea Scout  
Sea Experience Advance Leadership Training (SEAL) on the Chesapeake Bay.  SEAL Training is a relatively 
new training experience conducted each year in some of the Boy Scout Regions around the country.               

 

Those attending this year’s training in the 
Chesapeake Bay were: Robert Cary, Ship 777 of 
Montgomery, TX; Alex Lieberman, Ship 1942 of 
Arlington, VA; Andrew Thompson, Ship 584 of 
Norwich, CT;  Son Phung, Ship 77 of Allen, TX;  
Rachel Reichner, Ship 2037 of Spring Valley, NY 
and Catherine “Daisy” Woodward, Ship 24 of 
Houston, TX.   The staff for this training was: Course 
Director Doug Yeckley, Ship 548 of Avenue, MD; 
Instructor Angela LeChevalier, Ship 548; Amy 
Sibert, Ship 548; Steve Alexander, Ship 759 and 
Natalie Yeckley, Ship 548.   
 

Chesapeake Bay SEAL training is conducted aboard 
der PeLiKan, a 45 foot Sailing Vessel, both in port 
and underway.  It is a Management- Leadership 
course.  It includes classes in Goal Setting, 

Planning, Preparing and Implementing, Coordinating Commanding and Delegating, Evaluations, Motivating, 
Team Building, Leadership, Training, Communicating, Problem Solving, and Counseling.  Also classes in Use 
of the Boatswain’s Pipe, how to handle Procrastination, Shackelton style of Leadership, 15 Steps to 
Professional Development, and recruiting tips.  
 

These learned skills are then used hands-on as the Sea Scouts rotate through the different leadership positions 
aboard ship while underway.  Each Scout takes a turn of duty as the vessel’s Navigator for the day.  The next 
day is spent as the vessel’s Boatswain with full Command of the vessel and its crew.  Then the remainder of 
days underway was spent as the Helmsmen, Forward Lookout, and Deck Crew, rotated each hour.   While in 
Annapolis on July 1st the Scouts toured the US Naval Academy. 
 

The 2012 Northeast Region SEAL courses will be held as noted: 
 

Northeast Region SL-54-MD-2012 
Date: June 23-July 1, 2012 
Location: Chesapeake Bay, Maryland 
Vessel/type: SSTV Der PeLiKan (44' Morgan ketch) 
Contact: Skipper Doug Yeckley email douglas.yeckley@comcast.net 
 
Northeast Region SL-55-NY-2012 
Date: June 23-July 1, 2012 
Location: Long Island Sound, New York 
Vessel/type: SSTV Resolution (Hinckley 40 Bermuda yawl) 
Contact: Skipper Noel E. Guzman email sss441Vigilant@nyc.rr.com  
 

To acquire an application please follow the link 
http://www.newseascout.org/index.php?option=com_edocman&task=document.viewdoc&id=6&Itemid=183  
Applications must be submitted by March 1, 2012.  Sea Scouts must be Ordinary Rank by June 1st.    
 
 

mailto:douglas.yeckley@comcast.net
mailto:sss441Vigilant@nyc.rr.com
http://www.newseascout.org/index.php?option=com_edocman&task=document.viewdoc&id=6&Itemid=183
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A VIEW FROM 
THE FO’C’S’LE 

 
Amanda Ballassi 

Regional Boatswain 
Northeast Region  

 

 

Ahoy, Northeast Region!!!!  Ever hear about ships going on amazing outings and wonder how 

you can get your ship to do some of those things, but don‟t know where to start?  Have you 

heard that next year is Sea Scouting‟s 100
th
 Anniversary?  Well, because of next year being the 

Centennial, BSA Nationals is putting together a special calendar that will contain all the 

information needed to attend any event across the nation!  Wouldn‟t that be cool?  Attending 

events across the nation and meeting sea scouts just like yourself, just trying to have fun.   

 

Activities that your ship may be able to participate in range from training events to camp outs, 

regattas to weekend sailing trips and long cruises.  The possibilities are endless!  The calendar is 

not yet up on the National Sea Scout website, but soon will be!  If you are looking for similar 

ideas and don‟t want to wait until they post the calendar, check out the National Centennial blog: 

http://seascouts100.wordpress.com/.  Here you will see stories from adults and scouts across the 

nation on topics ranging from recruitment to advancement to long cruises.  The possibilities are 

endless.   

 

If you want to know how to get one of your events on the calendar contact your Flotilla 

committee and they will lead you in the right direction to get it on there! 

 

Fair Winds and Following Seas!!  
 
 

 

 

Social Media Dos and Don’ts 
 

 
With Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Foursquare, Tumble, and other social media sites exploding, this is a good time to check out 

Scouting’s social media guidelines. You’ll find good advice about setting up safe profiles, applying the two-deep leadership policies 

to the online space, responding to negative or inaccurate posts, and making sure that social media posts accord with the Scout 

Oath and Law.  There’s much more at http://scouting.org/scoutsource/Marketing.aspx  “Tell Your Story” Quicklinks: Social 

Media Guidelines.  

 

http://seascouts100.wordpress.com/
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2011 Sea Scout Training Cruise 

Aboard the Schooner Mystic Whaler 
 

We set sail again this year on Tuesday, August 2
nd

 from New London, CT with 20 scouts from five states.  The group 

included nine scouts from Ship 90-PA, Scouts from Ship 1 and 110 from CT, and scouts from New York, New Jersey, and 

New Hampshire.  The event started with a formal boarding of the ship run by Quartermasters Christian and Austin 

Chludzinski from Ship 90.  All the scouts received a dog tag listing their cabin and crew assignment for the event.  After 

quickly stowing their gear, all hands were called to muster on deck to help with raising the sails. We eventually anchored 

for the night, and met below deck for a safety meeting with the crew of the Whaler. 

 

Wednesday dawned bright and early, and the crew got right to work with their assignments.  Each crew rotated 

responsibilities with flag ceremonies, meal prep, galley clean up, and deck watch.  Crews then began rotations with their 

class assignments. Over the course of the next three days, the crews would attend classes in Charting; Rules of the Road; 

Aids to Navigation; Weather; Speed, Time, Distance; Communications; First Aid; and Tides and Currents. The best 

assignment for each crew was their four hour stint at the helm of the Whaler where they could put their knowledge to good 

use.  Afternoon free time included swimming off the side of the Whaler and climbing the mast to the crow‟s nest. 

 

On Thursday, we sailed on into Long Island Sound and were suddenly brought to attention by a call of “Man Overboard”.  

Having been briefed on procedures earlier that day, the scouts quickly responded, threw life preservers, and launched the 

rescue boat, all within a matter of minutes. Luckily, it was only a drill, and we were then able to critique our response with 

Captain John.  By afternoon, we found ourselves in Greenport, NY.  The scouts each received their crew T-shirt, and were 

allowed two hours shore leave in town, where everyone checked out the nearest ice cream shop.  During free time, each 

scout tried their hand at a Boxing the Compass Contest.  Thursday evening had everyone on deck sharing stories and jokes 

till it was time to turn in. 

 

Friday was time to turn toward home, but the fun was not over yet.  An announcement was made that if we could clean up 

from lunch quickly, we would be able to participate in “Schooner Olympics”, a competition designed by Captain John 

himself.  Each crew would be challenged to a series of timed events including bowline tying, line heaving, navigation and 

seamanship tests, and the final challenge: design and build a model boat out of tin foil, tape, and sticks.  Each boat was 

tested on their seaworthiness by floating them and adding coins one by one till they sank.  The grand champion of the 

Olympics was Delta Crew and was awarded with bragging rights!   

 

As we sailed into New London, we gathered on the deck for our final awards ceremony. Each scout was presented with the 

hard earned Qualified Seaman bar to wear on their Sea Scout uniform, and the flag was finally lowered on the event.  

 

Many thanks go to the adult leadership who volunteered to teach courses during the event: Chuck Jaget and Helen Reed 

from Ship 90 in Pennsylvania, Frank and Cindy Varrichio from Ship 216 in New Jersey, Jan Rose from Ship in New York, 

Dr. Robert Glassman from Ship 1 in CT, and Chip and Sue Rieve from Ship 110 in CT. And many, many thanks to Captain 

John and the entire Mystic Whaler crew for making our 2nd event even better than before. 
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Photos courtesy of Mate Sue Rieve, Ship 110 CT
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New England Flotilla Safety at Sea 
As Witnessed by the Sea Scout Ship Dragon 

 
The Annual New England Flotilla Rendezvous and Safety at Sea Event at USCG Station New London, CT was held 
successfully during the weekend of July 15-17, 2011.  We had Sea Scouts from 7 Ships coming out of 3 different states – 
Ship 2-CT, 12-NY, 37-NY, 40-MA, 72-MA, 110-CT and 584-CT (Host).  We camped on the grounds of Fort Trumble State 
Park, immediately adjacent to Station New London.  
 
The Safety at Sea event run by Coast Guard personnel included the following demo stations: 

1) Law Enforcement (handcuffing techniques) and a display of USCG weapons 
2) Fire fighting and heaving line toss with the propane trainer and fire extinguishers provided by General Dynamics 
Electric Boat Divisions Fire Dept. Heaving line toss was added by the CG personnel as a filler. 
3) Damage control wet trainer trailer provided by USCG Sector Long Island Sound 
4) In the water "Gumby" suit drills 
5) Ride along on the Stations new 45' rescue boat 
6. Hypothermia drill with hands submerged in ice water for 90 seconds, if possible, then putting nuts and bolts together 
under the water. 
7) Drop pump drill and bucket race. Teams learned how to set up and use the CG drop pump, then a race against a 
bucket brigade to see who could fill up the pump can first. 
8) Flare demonstration using both hand held and aerial type flares. 

  
In addition, Ship 72, SSS Nauset of Orleans MA, brought their U.S. Lifesaving Service surf rescue boat and many had the 
opportunity to row around the river. Ship 584, SSS Dragon, Groton, brought one of their sailboats and took others for a 
sail in the Thames. Several Sea Scouts in need of a swim check for Apprentice advancement were able to pass this 
requirement along with a short swim call, supervised by our Safety Officer, CWO3 Jeff Ongemach, USCG, from Ship 40. 
SSS Nobska, of Falmouth, MA and Lifeguard Scott Ongemach, also from Ship 40 provided lifeguard coverage. 
  
We had a visit from an Egyptian Sea Scout who is a staff member at Connecticut Rivers Camp Norcross. He joined in 
several of the stations with the crew. Northeast Region Bosun, Amanda Ballassi, joined us for the day and spoke briefly 
with some of the Bosuns and Skippers about upcoming events. The USCG Auxiliary Division Captain also spoke briefly to 
the crew welcoming them and wishing them well in the activities of the day. We also had a visit from a Connecticut Rivers 
Council Executive who also spoke to the crew about how Sea Scouts can do anything!   
 
Meals were provided by Ship 110, of Bridgeport, CT. New England Flotilla Bosun Dorothy Markey, Ship 2 MA and acting 
Bosun's Mate and CT Rivers Squadron Bosun Will Wheaton, Ship 584, put together a great plan and organized all the 
Ships into integrated crews and carried out the program for the weekend.  
  
Sunday morning, under the shade of some trees overlooking the Thames River, Ship 40 Mate Jeff Ongemach and Ship 2 
Skipper Kevin Markey put together a very simple but nice lay worship program.  Following was the closing ceremony, with 
a rousing “3 cheers” for the Coast Guard crew and thanks to all the staff, especially Squadron Commodore Marshall 
Parsons for putting the event together. The Flotilla Colors were lowered and the crews were dismissed after receiving a 
commemorative T-shirt.   
  
The weather was perfect, although a bit hot. We had plenty of water to keep everyone hydrated.  
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Photos courtesy of Skipper Al Beal, Ship 40 MA 

~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~   ~    
 

LIVE  IT . . .  DON’T  DREAM IT ! 
Special thoughts from Allen Iott, Director, Camp Nautical 2011 

  
At the beginning of school each year, the teacher would ask each student to write a paper on what they did 
during the previous summer. Some of us would write about a camping trip or a visit to an amusement park, etc. 
What I am going to write about is what I did this past summer. I went to a magical place in northern part of 
New England at a small place called Camp June Norcross Webster. This place is a Boy Scout Reservation which 
helps many Boy Scouts, Venturers, and even Cub Scouts and Webeloes to share a week of adventure and fun 
with other scouts.  
 
The second week of August is called Adventure Week which consists of Venturing, Camp Nautical for Sea 
Scouts, and for Boy Scouts who wish to attend the National Rifle Association (NRA) camp. This year, we had 
over 15 scouts that comprised of the three scout categories. Camp Nautical is designed to present the 
opportunity for Sea Scouts to work on those requirements necessary to advance in their ranks. If you are a 
Scout who just started Sea Scouts or have completed the Apprentice rank, we offer those training 
opportunities that will help you to advance to Ordinary. This year, we also presented some requirements that 
helped some Scouts to complete requirements for the Able rank and we even had one Senior Sea Scout (Able) 
complete those teaching requirements that are required for Quartermaster!  Another change that we 
implemented was to offer those merit badge requirements that satisfied various advancement requirements: 
we had two scouts complete their rowing merit badge; two completed their swimming badge requirements. 
We also had two Sea Scouts complete their BSA Lifeguard course and three Sea Scouts who earned their Small 
Boat Handler Bars. Not bad for a week at camp!  
 
Since the Adventure Week is for older scouts, each night had a special theme complete with special treats!    
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Monday was pizza night, Tuesday was a luau complete with burgers and hot dogs; We had a professional 
troubadour who entertained the Cub Scouts and Sea Scouts alike and then there was a flag retirement 
ceremony at the campsite for all older scouts. Thursday was ice cream sundae night at the campsite. Friday was 
the last day of camp and there was a camp-wide barbecue for the entire camp and guests. Since the camp was 
over, the older scouts had a final campfire complete with s’mores and then the scouts went to watch the 
meteor shower.   
 
On Saturday morning, we slept in, packed our gear, had breakfast with the camp staff and 
then cleaned camp and left to return to civilization. Now we are looking to 2012 which 
promises to be equally special since this is the 100th anniversary of Sea Scouts and the 
camp is just as excited for this as I am. Next year, we will continue the merit badge 
requirements for swimming: if you have your swimming merit badge requirements 
complete, then you will be doing Lifesaving; if you have completed lifesaving, then you 
will work on BSA Guard. We will also be working on the small boat handler course and are 
looking to have the Safe Boating course which will be taught by the United States Coast 
Guard Auxiliary. When this course is completed, you will be authorized to apply for the 
Safe Boating licenses required for the nation and whatever state a scout is coming from.   

For example, a New York Scout can take the national test AND the New York test to satisfy the states' 
requirements. We will continue to offer the training required for the various ranks and present those working 
on Quartermaster the opportunity to complete the teaching requirements.  
 
But to do all of this, we need some special things, YOU! Come join us next year to celebrate 100 years of Sea 
Scouting at Camp Nautical 2012.   
 

  
 

  
Photos courtesy of Skipper Marshall Parsons, Ship 584 CT 
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Cape Cod Squadron Has a 
Very Active First Year 
 
Submitted by Cape Cod Squadron 
Commodore Al Beal 

 
About a year ago, the three active Ships in the Cape 
Cod and Islands Council decided to form into a 
Squadron.  

 

 
 

 Ship 72, SSS Nauset, from Orleans has a long history but had recently been in an inactive status. With the help of many 
former SSS Nauset members and the acquisition of several U.S. Coast Guard surf rescue pulling boats, and a little publicity, 
Skipper Dean Skiff and Mate Brad Gardiner were able to pump new life into SSS Nauset.  

 

 Ship 76, SSS Spirit of 76, out of Harwichport, is the newest Ship, but has been very active in many aspects of Sea Scouting 
for about ten years. Skipper Tim Millar has the Ship doing all of the traditional Sea Scout activities, from long cruises to 
service projects.  They are very active in many Council and other activities throughout the year. Skipper Tim is also the New 
England Flotilla Training Officer, traveling all over New England to bring the SSALBT course to new adults. 
 

 Ship 40, SSS Nobska, from Falmouth is the oldest Ship with almost 70 years of Sea Scouting activities. A most traditional Ship 
in many ways yet open to any great experience, from hiking and camping in Acadia National park to cruising from Nantucket 
sound to the Florida and Bahamas waters of BSA’s Sea Base or participating in many civic activities in Falmouth, Skipper Al 
Beal and SSS Nobska are a very busy Ship. 

 
The three Ships decided to get together to share experiences, and have fun together. Our first activity was back in January where 
they held a Landship Training day. Commodore Al Beal and Skipper Tim Millar showed the combined group what a Landship was and 
how it works. Many had not seen this ceremony performed before. We were also able to provide a nautical backdrop for a Woodbadge 
beading ceremony. Not a traditional Sea Scout event, but a good excuse to do the Landship. We also had the Council president and a 
senior Unit Serving Executive aboard. The ceremony went very well. 
 
While the three Ships were assembled we had several organizational meetings, including electing a Squadron Boson, Jessie Kennedy 
of Ship 40. The Sea Scouts came up with some ideas of events they would like to do. The adult leaders also met to discuss Squadron 
goals. These very simply are to support Sea Scouting within the Council. Have several unique events and opportunities for the Ships to 
get together. Share each Ships unique program with the other Ships, including inviting other Ship members to participate. 
 
So far, we have had several very successful activities. The Squadron attended the New England Flotilla Quarterdeck training weekend 
in February held aboard the USCGC Eagle in New London, CT. We hosted a pistol shooting training day at our Scout camp and Ship 40 
and 72 went to the North East Region Bridge of Honor and Ball in NJ both in March. We had a very successful “Beaver Day” weekend 
at Camp Greenough, with a lot of projects to benefit the camp, from spreading mulch at a new parking area, inspecting and storing 
PFD’s at the waterfront and clearing brush from the Chapel trail. The big project was installing a new Sea Scout flag pole in honor of 
a long time Scouter in the Council. A mast from a sailboat was refurbished and installed at the ball field. A meeting was also held to 
discuss upcoming events. Each Ship provided at least one meal and we ate like kings as we camped out in the dining hall. 
 
In June we helped with the Council Chuckwagon derby with a totally youth run station for the cubs with a life jacket relay race on 
the beach. We also had a weekend long encampment on the beach with some fun water activities thrown in. July had Ship 40 and 72 
going to New London again, this time for the New England Flotilla Rendezvous and Safety at Sea event. The Nauset crew brought 
along their completely restored surf rescue boat and was a big hit rowing around on the Thames River. 
 
Some upcoming Squadron events include participating in the Council Western weekend (formerly the Caribbean weekend) at Camp 
Greenough, a weekend at the National Sea Shore Eastham CG House and a first ever Squadron Bridge of Honor in early 2012. We look 
forward to establishing some new traditions, helping the Council and Sea Scouting and having a lot of fun and exciting activities and 
adventures in the coming years. 
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Squadron crew spreading mulch in the new parking/turning area at 
Camp Greenough, in Yarmouth Port, MA on April 16, 2011 

 
 
Cape Cod Squadron Bosun Lynn from Ship 40 discussing the project 
with some of the crew 

 
 
Preparing the memorial site  

 
 
Finished product awaiting setting up 

 
 
Squadron crew clearing brush leading up to the Chapel 

 
 
Cape Cod Squadron crew hard at work 

 
Photos courtesy of Skipper Al Beal, Ship 40-MA  
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100 Years In The Making 
Submitted by Skipper Tom Ballew, Ship 1942-VA 

 

For the first time, four sibling teen Sea Scouts of the same family all earn the rank of Quartermaster Sea 

Scout anywhere, while members of Sea Scout „Ship 1942.‟  Heard of the Navy‟s Battleship Row?  Move over,  

here comes the U.S. Navy‟s Hebda family. 
 

 
 

Pictured from left to right:  Ship 1942 Quartermaster Marine Corps 2nd Lieutenant Stephanie Hebda (U.S. Naval Academy Class of 2010); Ship 1942 

Quartermaster University of Pittsburgh senior Megan Hebda; Ship 1942 Quartermaster U.S. Naval Academy 1/C Midshipman Mollie Hebda  

(Class of 2012); and finally Ship 1942 Quartermaster U.S. Naval Academy 4/C Zachery Hebda (Class of 2015). 

 

Besides all four making Quartermaster Sea Scout, all these Hebda family members went off to college on full-

scholarships with their very strong high school academic performances, super high-school athleticism, and Sea 

Scout leadership backgrounds.  Their proud grandfather Joe served as an Aviation Boatswain Mate Second Class 

in the Second World War on a small Jeep Carrier and takes pride in teaching all the Hebda children their Sea 

Scouting knots.     

 

All 4 are successful Sea Scout Advanced Leadership (SEAL) graduates and all attended the American Legion 

sponsored Girls‟ or Boys‟ State leadership programs.   Stephanie, Mollie, and youngest brother Zach went off to 

the U.S. Naval Academy while their sister Megan headed off to the University of Pittsburgh on her full-

scholarship; Megan desired to go into the medical field and the Academy is not normally a path to medical 

school.  Megan however may be joining her other sisters and brother in the Naval Services soon as she is 

currently applying for advanced postgraduate training with the Navy‟s Physician‟s Assistant program.  In 

addition, Stephanie, Megan, and her twin sister Mollie, all completed their Venture Silver Awards, while brother 

Zach earned his Eagle Scout Award.  All four Hebdas earned their Life Guarding certifications as teenagers and 

Stephanie put that training to good use in her receiving her BSA Lifesaving Medal.                    

 

FAST COMPANY.  Marine Second Lieutenant Stephanie swam Varsity lettering all four years at the Naval 

Academy while younger sister Mollie is about to complete that same feat only on the Naval Academy Women‟s 

Cross-Country Team in her senior year.  Younger brother Zach finished in the top 10 throughout the United 

States as a high school senior in Men‟s Cross County times and as a new Academy Plebe has the fastest Naval 

Academy cross-country time posted this year.  Megan completed her first qualifying Marathon this past year 

running alongside her older sister Stephanie.   

 

Bravo Zulu to all four Hebda Quartermasters in making Sea Scouting History in our first 100 years and 

‘Don’t Give up the Ship’!   
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CHESAPEAKE FLOTILLA 

CENTENNIAL SCOUTFLEET 2012 

In Baltimore’s Historic Inner Harbor 

July 18–23, 2012 
 
 

AHOY!  Start Planning Now.  Mark your calendars for July 18–23, 2012, to sail with Sea Scouts from 

across the nation and around the world in celebration of a Century of Sea Scouting.  Join with hundreds 

of Sea Scouts and friends of Sea Scouting as we commemorate the first Sea Scout activities undertaken by 

the Boy Scouts of America in 1912. 

 

This exciting and historic event will take place in Baltimore Maryland‟s Inner Harbor.  This will commence six 

days of celebrations are planned to mark one hundred years of service to the youth of America through the Sea 

Scouting program.  The culmination will be a Fleet Review of the Parade of Small Ships as they sail past Fort 

McHenry, Birthplace of the Star Spangled Banner and a gala 100
th

 Birthday Dinner with cake, fireworks, and 

dancing. 

 

Vessel berthing accommodations will be available in the inner harbor for Sea Scout ships arriving by water.  Sea 

Scout units arriving by other means can be accommodated in authentic World War II troop ship accommodations 

such as the Liberty Ship JOHN W. BROWN or crew berthing onboard USCGC TANEY, the submarine USS 

TORSK, or the USS CONSTELLATION.  A water-taxi service will provide ferry service between BROWN and 

the principal commemorative venue. 

 

The participant cost will be $150, which includes a commemorative t-shirt, Saturday night meal, Parade of Small 

Ships, and admission to the Sea Scout Expo all days.  Vessel berthing is expected to be free of charge, or at 

minimal cost.  For further details and updates, go to http://www.scoutfleet.org.  

 

SEA SCOUTS!  Don’t miss this once-in-a-lifetime chance to be part of history and to celebrate Sea 

Scouting’s 100
th

 Anniversary with brother and sister Sea Scouts from across the nation and around the 

world.  Put the date of July 18-23 on your ship’s calendar now, and plan your 2012 summer long cruise 

around this gala event! 

 

For more information, contact George Hay Kain III, Chesapeake Flotilla Centennial ScoutFleet 2012 Operations 

Chair, 717-880-8730, ghkain@comcast.net or James Klimek, Chesapeake Flotilla Centennial ScoutFleet 2012 

Logistics Chair, 240-271-4631, jk3043@aol.com.  

 

http://www.scoutfleet.org/
mailto:ghkain@comcast.net
mailto:jk3043@aol.com
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Beneath the Sea Marine Careers 
 

Sea of Tomorrow Scholarship Society Offers Financial 
Assistance 

  
The application deadline for scholarships is January 15, 2012.  

Application Requirements and Form are posted on www.BeneathTheSea.org. 
 
 
The Howard and Michele Hall “Artist-in-Residence” Underwater Video Grant -- $1,000 (New this year!)  
Beneath the Sea and the Halls offer this grant to an Artist-in-Residence currently developing an 
underwater video project for which this additional funding would aid in the completion of a final 
product - end result. The completed video to be shown at appropriate venues throughout the Beneath 
the Sea weekend.    
   
The Art of Underwater Photography Scholarship -- Value $1,000 (New this year!)  
A beginner’s hands-on introduction study class in Underwater Photography and imaging 
fundamentals given by renowned underwater photographer and Women Divers Hall of Fame member 
Maria Hults. Thanks to the generosity of Riestkin’s Restaurants, this course will include a camera and 
underwater housing suitable for beginners. (Note: Course will be given only in the New York Metro 
Area.)  .  
   
Sea of Tomorrow Scholarship $1,000  
To be awarded to an individual 17 to 21 years of age to participate in a recognized or accredited 
program in the fields of marine environmental conservation, biology, ecology, research, or training in 
a diving related program necessary for participation in these fields of endeavor.  
   
Discovery Scholarship $1,500  
The Board of Trustees of beneath the Sea has endowed this Discovery Scholarship to an individual 12 
to18 years of age searching for a life focus, to consider a marine career. This scholarship may be 
applied to any recognized program in the field of marine study or its many support services.    
   
Jordan Viders Spirit of the Sea Award and Scholarship $1,000  
Established in 2007 in celebration of Jordan Viders, son of Hillary and Richard Viders, the Spirit of the 
Sea award and Scholarship means to recognize the forces driving young adults thirty-years and 
younger who, like Jordan, follow a career path using electronics to illuminate and expand our 
underwater knowledge.    
   
Beneath The Sea/Women Divers Hall of Fame/Ocean Pals Junior Dive Training Grant  $1,000 This 
training grant ($500 for training and $500 for dive equipment) will be awarded to a deserving young 
female, ages 13-18, who wishes to begin or further her dive education/training. Deadline for this 
application is November 15, 2011. Access the Ocean Pals Scholarship application form at 
http://www.wdhof.org/scholarships/scholarships.shtml#  
 
 
For more details, please reach out to: 
Rosemary Kurtti  
BENEATH THE SEA  
Marine Careers Director  
Scholarship Chairman  
www.BeneathTheSea.org  
 

 

http://www.beneaththesea.org/
http://www.wdhof.org/scholarships/scholarships.shtml
http://www.beneaththesea.org/
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A FINAL THOUGHT FROM THE EDITOR  

 

These are strange days indeed.  First an earthquake, magnitude 5.9, in the Virginia Center Seismic Zone in 
August.   Then in September, a devastating visit by Hurricane / Tropical Storm Irene leaving in her wake 
massive flooding, power outages, downed trees, wires, and structures.  Plus an end of October Blizzard / 
Nor’easter!  Among our Ships in the Region we have heard of some damage to, but little loss of, boats or 
dockages.  And we sure hope there have been no personal injuries as a result of these events blasting 
through your neighborhoods.  
 
Many of you had to brave the elements to work in your capacity as utility technicians, security personnel 
or even first aid and medical volunteers.  Others had to clean up the debris and ensure your homes were 
secure.  We have heard from many of the Ships in our Region and you were also busy helping neighbors; 
stories of sea scouts taking their hand-powered pumps and siphons to drain out basements full of water.  
Crews getting together to fill sand bags and deliver them.  Units manning soup kitchen chow lines, 
emergency shelter’s children play centers, checking on the elderly and housebound, delivering meals and 
medicines, assisting with evacuations and medical traumas.  One first responder shared that he had 12 
calls in the course of 12 hours!  Bravo Zulu to you all.  
 
Not to make light of what we have just experienced, but this reinforces that there are all kinds of 
emergencies out there that we can, and need to, prepare for. Following the recent chain of events, at our 
latest Scouting Roundtable made sure we were ready for the next zombie apocalypse.  That’s right, I said 
z-o-m-b-i-e  a-p-o-c-a-l-y-p-s-e. You may laugh now, but when it happens you’ll be happy you checked out 
this CDC website: http://blogs.cdc.gov/publichealthmatters/2011/05/preparedness-101-zombie-
apocalypse/ 
 
Better Safe than Sorry 

So what do you need to do before zombies… or 
hurricanes or pandemics for example, actually 
happen? First of all, you should have an 
emergency kit in your house. This includes 
things like water, food, and other supplies to get 
you through the first couple of days before you 
can locate a zombie-free refugee camp (or in the 
event of a natural disaster, it will buy you some 
time until you are able to make your way to an 
evacuation shelter or utility lines are restored).  
For a full list visit the CDC Emergency Page at  
http://emergency.cdc.gov/  

 

I personally have never met a zombie, although I have had run-ins with brain-dead people on the East 
Coast waterways, but this is good advice.  The CDC have done something creative to draw interest to an 
important subject: disaster preparedness.  What matters most is not the humor but the information and 
hopefully the fact that more people will be thinking about protecting their families in a pro-active manner. 
((And my favorite zombie survival tip from Max Brooks: “First ascend the staircase, then destroy it.”))  

J Deidre   

http://blogs.cdc.gov/publichealthmatters/2011/05/preparedness-101-zombie-apocalypse/
http://blogs.cdc.gov/publichealthmatters/2011/05/preparedness-101-zombie-apocalypse/
http://emergency.cdc.gov/
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Just  for  Fun . . .  

 
Build a chain of words by adding one or two letters at each level to the word before. 

 

 
 
Courtesy of http://www.merriam-webster.com/ 

  

 
 

From the Staff of  THE  TELEGRAPH   

 

Deidre Buchner Editor   deidre.buchner@prudential.com 

Noel Guzman   Reg‟l Commodore SSS441Vigilant@nyc.rr.com 

Connor Rieve   Vice Cmdre, Admin  reddragon88@sbcglobal.net 

Brian Gray  Reg‟l Staff Advisor  brian.gray@scouting.org  

 

Contributing Journalists and Reporters  YOU – Ships of the Northeast Region 

Staff Photographers     Member Ships of the NER Flotillas  

 

 

Watch for our next issue: Winter 2012, Vol.16 No.1, to be released in the first quarter of the Sea Scout 

Centennial Year!  If you have any submissions of newsworthy items, send them to the Editor before  

January 7th.  Thank you for your ongoing support of our great sea scout e-newsletter!   

 

http://www.merriam-webster.com/
mailto:deidre.buchner@prudential.com
mailto:reddragon88@sbcglobal.net
mailto:brian.gray@scouting.org

